
THE	AUSTRALIAN	COUPES	
Without	questioning	 the	knowledge	and	cleverness	of	other	countries,	
the	fact	remains	that	Australia's	roads	and	geographical	conditions	and	
the	 special	 tastes,	 needs,	 habits	 and	 preferences	 of	 Australia's	 public	
provide	unique	problems.		Hence	the	"sloper"!	
						
With	 permission,	 extracts	 from	 the	 publication	 by	 Norm	 Darwin	
"THE	HISTORY	OF	HOLDEN	SINCE	1917":	
	
The	 All-Enclosed	 Coupe	 evolved	 out	 of	 a	 great	 deal	 of	 market	
competition	in	the	Sports	Coupe	area.		Holden	designers	were	given	the	
task	of	building	a	vehicle	which	would	provide	a	cover	for	the	"dickie"	
(or	rumble)	seat	passengers.		Initially	one	body	was	used	for	Chevrolet,	
a	second	for	Oldsmobile	&	Pontiac	6-cylinders	and	a	third	for	8-cylinder	
Oldsmobile,	Pontiac	&	Buick	cars.			
	
The	 1935	 Chevrolet	 enclosed	 coupe	 was	 first	 on	 display	 at	 the	
Melbourne	Motor	Show	in	June	1935.	

	
	
	



	
	
	
	

	



	
	
	
The	all-steel	body	released	in	1937	provided	Holden	the	opportunity	to	
update	styling,	the	rear	window	was	enlarged	and	the	boot	lid	which	
previously	covered	the	spare	wheel	compartment	was	shortened	and	a	
separate	door	was	added.		The	major	appearance	change	was	the	
replacement	of	the	thick	centre	pillar	with	a	much	thinner	one	which	
sloped	rearward.	
A	main	feature	of	the	enclosed	coupe	was	the	folding	rear	seat.	Once	
folded	a	large	area	was	available	for	cargo.		The	Chev	Commercial	style	
had	no	rear	seat	just	a	floor	running	through	to	the	boot.	
	

	





	
	
	
	

	
	
	
Almost	6,500	Chev	slopers	were	made	between	1935	&	1940	
accounting	for	13%	of	Chev	sales	for	the	period.	
	


