Torque Tube
A members’ forum for Chevrolet anecdotes - or other random topics. Contributions welcome!

Postscript: To round out the “Chevrolet Chatter” story in this issue, Paul Hausler provided this copy of an
original advertisement for a 1946 Chevrolet Stylemaster utility – an identical model to his own family
vehicle. A sharp eye will notice a couple of interesting things about this advertisement. Firstly, the date of
the advertisement seemingly indicates the ongoing availability of a 1946 Chevrolet in August 1947 – unless
a dated illustration was used? Secondly, the fine print proviso (SUBJECT TO PERMIT) would indicate that
wartime restrictions on vehicle purchases continued more than two years after the end of World War II. In
any case, it is a fine example of period Chevrolet advertising in Australia.
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Continuing the advertising theme, the road safety illustration below has no date, but it has a 1940s look (or
thereabouts) that will ring true for many members who learned to drive in the days before ‘blinkers’ were
routinely fitted to vehicles sold in Australia.

The final bit of advertising comes from America by a long-lost manufacturer, Briggs-Detroiter Company, of
Detroit, Michigan, USA.
What is unexpected, however, is the model name of the 1914 Detroiter speedster – The Kangaroo.
Why would an American manufacturer choose to name their speedster after a native Australian animal?
And the advertising catchcry: “Every normal young man – from 16 to 76 years young – appreciates this type
of automobile. There’s a secret exhilaration in knowing that you can pass anything on the road; a healthy
pride in driving a car of such distinction. ‘Tis a sporty, racy model with speed in every line.”
Just the thing for the 16 to 76+ years young VCAQ members to desire – and not to be confused with the
nicknamed “Kangaroo” cone-clutch Chevrolets, pre 1925.
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Tail Light Page
A final tribute to the 1948 Chevrolet
America’s biggest money’s worth is also Australia’s biggest money’s worth!
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